Primary orbital lymphomas.
Between 1950 and 1982, seventeen patients with primary orbital lymphoma were treated at the University of Kansas Medical Center. There were 10 males and 7 females with a median age of 61 years. Four patients had bilateral disease, seven patients had disease involving the conjunctiva, and in ten patients, the disease involved paraocular structures. Fourteen patients received radiation with a median dose of 3500 cGy (range 2250 cGy to 4250 cGy) given in about 3 1/2 to 5 weeks. Median follow-up was 10 years (range 5 to 31 years). Local control was 100% and 5-year survival was 76%. Three patients are living with no evidence of lymphoma; three patients died from progression of the disease, and others died from unrelated causes. Radiation treatment for localized primary orbital lymphomas appears to be the primary treatment of choice.